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mildest form, there is some interference with j
the organic functions; in the extreme form, I
there is a total functional derangement. Intel- j
lectually, the mind becomes concentrated on;
some single idea, which subdues everything to j
itself.   Generally, fear in the individual is the !
product of danger, and instinctive fear is the
product of race-experiences of danger.   For
critical discussion of theories see Stout's Man-
ual of Psyctology; for physical signs,  Dar-
win's Expression of the Emotions in Man and
Animals (ad ed. 1890); for concrete present-
ment of massive effects of f ear, Stephen Crane's
Red Badge of Courage.

Fear, Cape, a promontory off the southern
coast of North Carolina extending into the
Atlantic Ocean. Its surrounding waters are
usually turbulent and its vicinity is dreaded by
navigators.

pendages of birds, occurring nowhere else
throughout the animal kingdom. A feather
generally consists of a central axis or scape, the
upper part of which bears the lateral out-
growths which constitute the vane. The axis is
divided into a lower region, the hollow calamus
or quill, and an upper, the solid rachis. At the
sides of the rachis are placed two rows of barbs,
each of which bears two rows of secondary
processes or barbules, the barbules of each
barb being locked to those of the next by means
of booklets and folds. As a result of this inter-
locking arrangement the vane of the feather
forms a strongly resistant surface, admirably
adapted for flight. The chief uses to which
feathers are put are for pens, cushions or beds,
and for adornments. See BIRDS; OSTRICH.

Feather Star, any of the living crinoids,
especially the rosy Comatula rosacea, familiar

The Structure of a Feather.

Q, Quill; s, shaft; ru, inferior umbilicus; su, superior
umbilicus; B, barb; DB, distal barbule; PB, proximal
barbule; H, booklets.

Feast, a term applied to days or seasons set
aside for the celebration of some joyous event.
Such celebrations were widespread and origi-
nally were generally of a religious character.

Christian love feasts or agapae, symbols of
social equality, at which the Eucharist was
celebrated, were founded on Greek and Roman
precedents, were common in the early church
but were discontinued, owing to misuse, after
the 4th century. The tendency of the Ref-
ormation was to sweep away the greater num-
ber of feast days or days of holy obligation and
Sunday alone was retained by all the churches.

Feather Grass (Stipa pennata), a genus of
hardy, beautiful perennial grass, long culti-
vated in gardens.

Feather River, river, California, tributary
of the Sacramento, rises in the Sierra Nevada
range. It flows for a length of about 225 m.
through a rich gold producing country.

Feathers,, the characteristic epidermal ap-

on the Atlantic coast of Europe. See CRIN-
OEDEA.
Febiger, John Carson (1821-98), Ameri-
can naval officer, was born in Pittsburgh, Pa.
In the Civil War as commander he commanded
the steamer Kanawha in the West Gulf Block-
ading Squadron (1862-3). In May, 1868, he
became a captain, and in August, 1874, a com-
modore. He commanded the Washington
Navy Yard (1876-80); and in 1882 he became
a rear admiral and was retired from active ser-
vice.
Febrifuge, in medicine, a therapeutic agent
employed to overcome febrile symptoms. As a
high temperature is only one indication of the
febrile state, the term febrifuge has a wider
significance than antipyretic.
February, the second month of the calendar
year. It ordinarily contains 28 days, but in
leap year it consists of 29. Its ancient name
F&ruarius 'was derived from februare, to